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NASEMSO News
Pandemic Forces Cancellation of 2021 NASEMSO
Annual Meeting
The NASEMSO Board of Directors was recently faced with a difficult decision about proceeding with the Annual Meeting scheduled for
November 14-18. The unabating pandemic, the workload the pandemic has placed on many state EMS offices, and state travel restrictions
have severely affected our likely turnout. After reviewing poll results from state directors which indicated few would be able to attend, the
Board reluctantly voted to cancel the meeting in Reno. Please mark your calendars and look forward to once again seeing your colleagues
in person: 
 
NASEMSO Annual Meeting 2022 / June 19 – 23, 2022
Charleston Marriott
Charleston, SC
 
NASEMSO Annual Meeting 2023 / June 11 – 15, 2023
Silver Legacy Resort Casino
Reno, NV

NASEMSO Board Selects New President-Elect
In compliance with the Association’s bylaws on officer vacancies, the NASEMSO Board of Directors has elected Alisa Williams, the State
EMS Director for Mississippi as President-elect, effective immediately. Alisa, a state EMS director since 2007, has previously served on the
NASEMSO Executive Committee and is well qualified to serve in her new role with over twenty years' experience with Emergency Medical
Services as both a nationally registered paramedic and EMS educator. Congratulations, Alisa!!

NASEMSO EMS 360 Webinar Recordings Available on
YouTube
NASEMSO’s EMS 360 webinar series has gotten off to a great start with several hundred live participants, most recently on the topics of
Use of a UUID, EMS overdose data using ODMAP, and the National Pediatric Trauma System.  All recordings are now posted and available
for viewing at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2V1r-hIMkrcEv5eBtrWERA.  

NASEMSO Compiling Data to Celebrate
40th Anniversary
The National Association of State EMS Officials is compiling information for a publication and celebration of its 40th anniversary.  We are
reaching out to current and former state EMS officials, partner organizations and others who may have memories, stories or photos to
share.  If you have anything to contribute, please forward it to contracts@nasemso.org.

Return to top ^

For The States
NOSORH Offers Toolkit to Celebrate Rural Health
The National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health (NOSORH) sets aside the 3rd Thursday of every November to celebrate National
Rural Health Day (NRHD) and the #PowerofRural. This year's theme is the Power of Rural: Resiliency, Resolve, Relationships, &
Readiness. To help support NRHD and join the celebration of the Power of Rural, NOSORH has created an easy-to-use online toolkit.
These tools are designed especially for community stakeholders, including hospitals, clinics, first responders, public health and elected
officials, non-profits, civic organizations, and others who serve and support the health needs of rural communities.  Read more at
https://www.powerofrural.org/promotional-toolkit/.

Treasury Releases Guidance on State Broadband
Spending
According to the National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL), states are investing in broadband at an unprecedented rate, and many see
the need for further efforts to increase deployment and adoption. Following its release of the interim final rule governing the Coronavirus
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund, the Department of the Treasury provided FAQ to guide states on spending for broadband. The
update clarifies that states and localities may invest in areas where not all households or businesses are unserved or underserved as long
as an objective of the project is to provide service to unserved or underserved households or businesses. It also clarifies that the use of
“reliably” in the broadband provision of the interim final rule provides states and localities with significant discretion to assess the experience
of users on the ground. States may also use the funds for “middle-mile” projects but encourages partnership with “last-mile” networks to
encourage adoption.  Read more at https://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology/treasury-releases-
guidance-on-state-broadband-spending-magazine2021.aspx. 

HHS Announces Coordinated Distribution System for
mAbs
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has announced that the agency is transitioning to a state/territory-coordinated
distribution system that gives health departments maximum flexibility to get monoclonal antibody (mAb) drugs where they are needed
most. Under this plan, system administration sites will no longer be able to direct order the mAb from manufacturers.  Weekly distribution
amounts for each state/territory will be determined by HHS based on weekly reports of new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in
addition to data on inventories and use submitted to the federal government. State/Territorial Health Departments will determine where
product goes in their jurisdictions.  HHS will continue to monitor product utilization rates, COVID-19 case burden, and overall availability of
monoclonal antibody therapeutics to determine when a shift back to the normal direct ordering process may be possible.  The Biden
administration announced the new policy after a handful of states, most of them with low vaccination rates, accounted for nearly three-
fourths of orders for the Covid-19 monoclonal antibody treatment.

Return to top ^

Air Medical
Health Affairs Explores Provisions of No Surprises
Act
On October 7, 2021, the Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS), Labor, and the Treasury, alongside the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM), issued a new interim final rule to implement additional components of the No Surprises Act (NSA). This rule focuses
on the independent dispute resolution (IDR) process, good faith estimates for uninsured individuals, the dispute resolution process for
patients and providers, and expanded rights to external review. The new rule was accompanied by a press release, two fact sheets, fee
guidance for 2022, accompanying materials, and a new website. The new website will be used to help educate the public on NSA
requirements, solicit applications from IDR entities, and host an IDR portal for payers and providers.  Read more
at https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20211001.383666/full/.

FAIR Health White Paper Highlights Air Ambulance
Costs
Rotary-wing (helicopter) or fixed-wing (airplane) air ambulances are sometimes used in emergencies to transport critically ill patients, often
in life-threatening situations, to a hospital or for transportation between hospitals when patients need a higher level of care. In this report,
FAIR Health uses both private and Medicare claims data to shed light on aspects of air ambulance services—both fixed-wing and rotary-
wing—across the nation, including utilization, costs, age, gender, diagnoses that drive air ambulance use, differences across states, and
outcomes of air ambulance transport as compared to ground ambulance transport. Notably, the average estimated in-network allowed
amount for air ambulance transport increased 76.4%, from $8,855 in 2017 to $15,624 in 2020. Read more in "Air Ambulance Services in
the United States A Study of Private and Medicare Claims" at https://bit.ly/3DgmK5M. 

Return to top ^

Communications 
NTIA Updates Indicators of Broadband Need Map
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) received funding from Congress in 2018 to update the National
Broadband Availability Map (NBAM) in coordination with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Congress directed NTIA to
acquire and utilize data from available third party datasets. NTIA built upon existing partnerships to identify data from federal, state, local
and tribal governments, owners and operators of broadband networks, educational institutions, nonprofits, and cooperatives to create the
map.  The new map utilizes a broader set of data than previous maps used by the Federal Communications Commission and shows a gap
between internet availability and adoption and is now available at https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/data-and-mapping.

New NG911 Funding Bill Introduced in the Senate
Sen. Amy Klobuchar and Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto have introduced a standalone Senate bill to provide federal funding for next-
generation 911 (NG911) technology in 911 centers, supposedly at the same $10 billion level proposed in the massive $3.5 trillion spending
package being proposed in the House. Introduced as S.2754, “a bill to provide funding for the deployment of next-generation 911, and for
other purposes,” the legislation marks the first time in this congressional session that a standalone bill has been introduced to provide
federal funding that would help ensure that 911 centers nationwide can migrate to IP-based NG911 technology. In March, a $15 billion
NG911 funding provision was included in the LIFT America Act was proposed by House Democrats, but that infrastructure package did not
become law.

FCC Offers Webinar on Digital Inclusion
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) recently broadcast a webinar on Digital Inclusion.  Titled “Connecting the Disconnected”
the webinar featured municipal thought leaders from around the country sharing best practices they have developed within their
communities to support digital adoption. The Forum consisted of two panels focused on the digital divide and the Emergency Broadband
Benefit program:

Communities Supporting Connectivity
Emergency Broadband Benefit: Sharing Strategies for Success

 The event was recorded and is available following the webinar at the event’s page. 

Data 
FTC Announces Policy Statement on Enforcing HIPAA
Rules
In recognition of the proliferation of apps and connected devices that capture sensitive health data, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is
providing a Policy Statement to offer guidance on the scope of the FTC’s Health Breach Notification Rule, 16 C.F.R. Part 318. The FTC’s
Health Breach Notification Rule helps to ensure that entities who are not covered by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(“HIPAA”) nevertheless face accountability when consumers’ sensitive health information is compromised. In practical terms, this means
that entities covered by the Rule who have experienced breaches cannot conceal this fact from those who have entrusted them with
sensitive health information. Read more here. 

Massachusetts and Hawaii Now Submit v3 Data to
NEMSIS
Massachusetts and Hawaii have successfully implemented the NEMSIS data standard and are submitting v3 data to the National EMS
Repository.  That brings the total number of states and territories fully submitting v3 data to 51!  

v3 911 Call Complaint Public Dashboard
The NEMSIS TAC is excited to announce the release of our latest public dashboard: The v3 911 Call Complaint Dashboard! The goal of this
dashboard is to give viewers a way to explore the relationships between caller complaints, EMS impressions, and patient symptoms in the
NEMSIS data. Access the dashboard here: https://nemsis.org/911-call-complaint/

The Data Standard Revision Guide
The National EMS Data Standard is established as the universal standard for the collection, sharing, and assessment of pre-hospital patient
encounter documentation throughout the United States and Territories. Regular revisions, updates, and critical patches are necessary to
reflect the evolving needs of the broader EMS industry and developing standards for health information exchange. The Data Standard
Revision Guide 2021 was recently updated. Read about the process to maintain and update the data standard. Read the updated
document here: https://nemsis.org/nemsis-101/#mtds

Health and Medical Preparedness 
OSHA Announces New Efforts to Protect Workers
from Heat Hazards
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has established an enforcement initiative to prevent and protect employees
from serious heat-related illnesses and deaths while working in hazardous hot indoor or outdoor environments.  It expands on the agency’s
ongoing heat-related illness prevention campaign by setting forth the enforcement component and reiterating its compliance assistance and
outreach efforts.  The initiative prioritizes heat-related interventions and inspections of work activities on days when the heat index exceeds
80℉.  Employers will be encouraged to implement proactive interventions, such as water, rest, and shade, and other important prevention
measures such as acclimatization of new or returning workers. In October 2021, OSHA will take a significant step toward a federal heat
standard to ensure protections in workplaces across the country by issuing an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on heat injury and
illness prevention in outdoor and indoor work settings. The advance notice will initiate a comment period allowing OSHA to gather diverse
perspectives and technical expertise on topics including heat stress thresholds, heat acclimatization planning, exposure monitoring, and
strategies to protect workers. Read more at https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/national/09202021.

OSHA Announces Comment Opportunity on
Proposed Emergency Response Standard
Elements of emergency responder health and safety are currently regulated by OSHA primarily under the following standards: The
Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard; the personal protective equipment general requirements standard; the
respiratory protection standard; the permit-required confined space standard; the fire brigade standard; and the bloodborne pathogens
standard. Some of these standards were promulgated decades ago, and none were designed as a comprehensive emergency response
standard. Consequently, they do not address the full range of hazards or concerns currently facing emergency responders, nor do they
reflect major changes in performance specifications for protective clothing and equipment. Current OSHA standards also do not reflect all
the major improvements in safety and health practices that have already been accepted by the emergency response community and
incorporated into industry consensus standards. In 2014, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) National Advisory
Committee for Occupational Safety and Health (NACOSH) approved draft regulatory language that would replace - in its entirety - the
existing Fire Brigades standard, with “§1910.156, Emergency Response” and it will apply to all emergency service organizations. OSHA has
just reopened the Emergency Preparedness and Response docket (Docket No. 2007-0073) to receive comments from the public in
compliance with the Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Act.  The proposed standard and all documents related to the Small Business
Advocacy Review (SBAR) are now available at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OSHA-2007-0073/document.    The deadline for
comments is November 5, 2021.

Measles Added to List of Quarantinable
Communicable Diseases
Based upon the recommendation of the Secretary of Health and Human Services, in consultation with the Surgeon General, measles has
been added to the list of quarantinable communicable diseases as outlined in Executive Order 14047 here.

^ Return to top

HITS 
New GAO Report Highlights FTA Efforts on Managing
Safety Risks 
After a series of high-profile accidents, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) was tasked with playing a larger role in overseeing safety
for public transportation. It now works with transit agencies to develop data-driven safety plans, among other activities.  The Government
Accountability Office (GAO) was asked to examine how FTA is implementing its new responsibilities and authorities. This report examines
(1) selected transit agencies' experiences in incorporating SMS in their new safety plans; (2) steps FTA is taking to identify, assess, and
mitigate safety risks; and (3) FTA's status on mandating safety standards and stakeholders' views on the benefits and challenges of such
standards. GAO reviewed FTA documents on safety oversight policies and practices and interviewed officials from 12 transit agencies and
their 9 respective state oversight agencies. GAO selected transit agencies to reflect a variety of modes, sizes, age, and geographic
diversity.  The results of this analysis is now available at https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-21-104029.

^ Return to top

Medical Direction 
Researchers Describe Value of Mobile App to Reduce
Pediatric Medication Errors
This nationwide, open-label, multicenter, randomized clinical trial was conducted at 14 emergency medical services centers in Switzerland
from September 3, 2019, to January 21, 2020. The participants were 150 advanced paramedics with drug preparation autonomy. Each
participant was exposed to a 20-minute, standardized, fully video-recorded, realistic pediatric out-of-hospital cardiac arrest cardiopulmonary
resuscitation scenario concerning an 18-month-old child. Participants were tested on sequential preparations of 4 intravenous emergency
drugs of varying degrees of preparation difficulty (epinephrine, midazolam, 10% dextrose, and sodium bicarbonate). Compared with
conventional methods, the use of a mobile app significantly decreased the rate of medication errors and time to drug delivery for emergency
drug preparation in a prehospital setting. Researchers indicate that dedicated mobile apps have the potential to improve medication safety
and change practices in pediatric emergency medicine. Read more at here. Additional info on the mHealth app, PedAMINES, is available at
here. 

SCCM Publishes Updated Guidelines for Sepsis
The Surviving Sepsis Campaign (SSC) has released updated global adult sepsis guidelines that represent greater geographic and gender
diversity than previous versions and place an increased emphasis on improving the care of sepsis patients after they are discharged from
the intensive care unit (ICU). Readers can also download the infographics on "Antibiotic Timing and Vasoactive Agent Management." The
online special article, titled "International Guidelines for Management of Sepsis and Septic Shock 2021", is now available for free from the
Society of Critical Care Medicine (SCCM) here.

^ Return to top

Pediatric Emergency Care 
ASPR TRACIE Offers Summary of Pediatric Surge
Resources
Following a request for technical assistance, the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) TRACIE Team reviewed
material on their COVID-19 Resources page and searched for additional resources in related Pediatric/Children Topic Collection and
Pediatric Crisis Standards of Care Resources technical assistance (TA) response document. Section I of this TA response document
includes general considerations related to pediatric surge capacity, capability, management, and guidance. Section II provides healthcare
coalition (HCC)-related resources and considerations. Section III includes resources that focus on operational considerations. Section IV
provides resources and considerations specific to telehealth. Section V includes links to operationally focused resources and VI highlights
additional related resources. To download this “one stop” resource for information, go to https://files.asprtracie.hhs.gov/documents/aspr-
tracie-ta-pediatric-surge-resources-for-covid-19---final---8-23-2021.pdf.

New Secret Service Report Highlights Violence
Prevention in Schools
In this most recent study, "Averting Targeted School Violence: A U.S. Secret Service Analysis of Plots Against Schools", the National Threat
Assessment Center (NTAC) examined 67 disrupted plots against K-12 schools from 2006-2018. The key findings of the study are clear and
consistent: Individuals contemplating violence often exhibit observable behaviors, and when community members report these behaviors,
the next tragedy can be averted. The Secret Service encourages its educational, medical and public safety partners to review the
information within, and use it to guide best practices for maintaining a safe and healthy learning environment for all children. Read more
at https://www.secretservice.gov/sites/default/files/reports/2021-03/USSS%20Averting%20Targeted%20School%20Violence.2021.03.pdf. 

New MIS-C Materials Available from CDC
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has developed and tested new materials to support healthcare professionals
(HCPs) in diagnosing and treating multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C). MIS-C is a rare, but serious complication
associated with COVID-19 in children, adolescents, and young adults where multiple organ systems can become inflamed. MIS-
C symptoms are likely to appear within 6 weeks after a SARS-CoV-2 infection. Common symptoms may include ongoing fever, along with
abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea, skin rash, conjunctival injection (manifesting as bloodshot eyes), and dizziness or lightheadedness
(accompanying low blood pressure). However, not all children have the same symptoms. CDC is studying the condition and resources are
now available on the CDC website (include link). These include:

·       A visual one-pager on How to Recognize MIS-C that can be printed and posted in provider offices or given to parents of children who
have had COVID-19;

·       A list of What Parents Need to Know about MIS-C for providers to use with parents; and 

·       For inpatient providers, What Parents Need to Know After Diagnosis of MIS-C

Visit https://bit.ly/3CjT0oj to download or print these resources and share with your colleagues.

Child Fatalities Linked to OTC Cold and Cough Meds 
Pediatric fatalities involving over-the-counter cough and cold medications (CCMs) often occur in children who are younger than 2 years of
age, and they frequently involve medication administered with nontherapeutic intent by a caregiver, according to a study published online
Oct. 4 in Pediatrics. The researchers found that 40 of the 180 eligible fatalities captured during the study period were judged to be related or
potentially related to the CCM by the expert panel. Sixty percent of these occurred in children younger than 2 years, and 55 percent
involved nontherapeutic intent. Diphenhydramine was the most frequently involved index ingredient (70 percent). The CCM was
administered to kill the child in six cases (15 percent); in an additional seven cases (17.5 percent), death followed CCM use when the intent
was to sedate the child.  For more information, go to https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2021/10/01/peds.2020-049536. 
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Trauma 
SAMHSA Offers Updated Advisory on Treating
Patients with TBI
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has updated its Advisory on treating patients with traumatic
brain injury: SMA10-4591, Vol. 9 Issue 2, published in 2010. The advisory summarizes key elements of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), and
describes its relevance to behavioral health, including recommendations for behavioral health professionals. Read more
at https://store.samhsa.gov/product/treating-patients-with-traumatic-brain-injury/PEP21-05-03-001. 
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Federal News
CMS Open Door Forum to Address RSNAT
CMS will host a Special Open Door Forum (SODF) to allow ambulance suppliers, other Medicare providers, and additional interested
parties to learn about the upcoming national expansion of the Repetitive, Scheduled Non-Emergent Ambulance Transport (RSNAT) Prior
Authorization Model in Medicare fee for service. CMS is implementing the national model in multiple phases beginning with Arkansas,
Colorado, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas on December 1, 2021.  The RSNAT Prior Authorization Model is
currently operating in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina since 2014 and in North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, and the District of Columbia since 2016. This Special ODF will include information on national expansion, the prior authorization
process, and a Q&A period. You can find more information on the model and slides for the ODF presentation by going
to: http://go.cms.gov/PAAmbulance. The Open Door session will be held on October 28, 2021 at 2:00-3:30 PM ET. Participant Dial-In
Number: 1-888-455-1397; Conference ID #: 8604468

HRSA Guidance Clarifies Provider Relief Funding
The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) recently posted updated guidance related to Phase 4 of the Provider Relief
Funding (PRF) and the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Rural payments. Applications must undergo a number of validation checks before
financial information is submitted so providers are encouraged to begin their application as soon as possible to ensure they are able to
meet the deadline. EMS agencies are eligible to apply. Applications will close on October 26, 2021. Information on the documents and
information needed to apply can be found at https://www.hrsa.gov/provider-relief/future-payments. 

Risk of Exposure to Unsafe Levels of Radiation with
Safe-T-Lite UV WAND
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a safety communication to warn consumers that use of the Max-Lux Safe-T-Lite UV
WAND may expose the user or any nearby person to unsafe levels of ultraviolet-C (UV-C) radiation and may cause injury to the skin, eyes,
or both after a few seconds of use. The FDA is aware that consumers may use the Max-Lux Safe-T-Lite UV WAND to try to disinfect
surfaces and kill germs in the home or similar spaces. The FDA recommends that consumers consider using safer alternative disinfection
methods, such as general purpose disinfectants. The FDA has issued a Notification of Defect Letter to Max-Lux Corporation Limited,
providing notice that FDA had concluded, according to its regulations, that the Safe-T-Lite UV WAND has a defect. Read more
at https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/risk-exposure-unsafe-levels-radiation-safe-t-lite-uv-wand-fda-safety-
communication.

EO on Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for
Federal Contractors
The White House has posted an Executive Order “to promote economy and efficiency in procurement by contracting with sources that
provide adequate COVID-19 safeguards for their workforce,” now available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/09/09/executive-order-on-ensuring-adequate-covid-safety-protocols-for-federal-contractors/. Additional guidance is available
at https://www.saferfederalworkforce.gov/new/. 

Input Needed: NIOSH Mental Health Initiative
The National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health (NIOSH) is seeking information on current evidence-based, workplace and
occupational safety and health interventions to prevent work-associated stress, support stress reduction, and foster positive mental health
and well-being among the nation’s health workers. Additionally, information and comments are requested on interventions under
development and research in progress to support and promote the mental health and well-being of health workers. NIOSH is also seeking
information on related best practices, promising practices, or successful programs related to providing stress prevention and mental health
services to health workers. Any person or organization may provide information by visiting https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-
20931. NIOSH is especially interested in hearing from employers, labor unions, workers, researchers, treatment providers, and all levels of
government. Comments must be submitted by November 26, 2021.
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Industry News 
FACT: Employer Requests on Vaccination Status is
NOT a HIPAA Violation
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' (HHS) Office for Civil Rights (OCR) recently issued guidance to help the public
understand when the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) Privacy Rule applies to disclosures and requests
for information about whether a person has received a COVID-19 vaccine. The guidance reminds the public that the HIPAA Privacy Rule
does not apply to employers or employment records. This is because the HIPAA Privacy Rule only applies to HIPAA covered entities (health
plans, health care clearinghouses, and health care providers that conduct standard electronic transactions), and, in some cases, to their
business associates. The guidance addresses common workplace scenarios and answers questions about whether and how the HIPAA
Privacy Rule applies. The Guidance on HIPAA, COVID-19 Vaccinations, and the Workplace may be found at https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-
professionals/privacy/guidance/hipaa-covid-19-vaccination-workplace/index.html.

New CEO for National Ski Patrol
Chris Castilian has been named as the new Chief Executive Officer for National Ski Patrol, a federally-chartered, charitable, nonprofit
corporation established 83 years ago. As the leading authority on winter mountain safety, the National Ski Patrol (NSP) is dedicated to
serving the public and outdoor recreation industry by providing education and accreditation to emergency care and safety service providers.
Its mission is “to help keep people safe on the mountain and during other outdoor activities". With a primary focus on education and
training, the organization is made up of more than 33,000 members serving over 650 patrols. Members include ski and bike patrollers,
mountain and bike hosts, alumni, associates, and physician partners. Read more at https://nspserves.org/chris-castilian-named-national-
ski-patrol-ceo/.

New Grants Available to Tribal Organizations and
Non-Profits
Up to $10,000 per project in Seed Grant funding from the PHS Commissioned Officers Foundation for the Advancement of Public
Health. Any 501(c)3 non-profit or local/state/tribe/tribal organization with a focus on public health. Grants will be open to all areas of public
health, with the Surgeon General’s Priorities of special interest. Organizations addressing issues below are strongly encouraged to apply.
These include: 

Opioids and Addiction 
Tobacco Use 
Community Health and Economic Prosperity 
Oral Health 
Emerging Public Health Threats 
Health Misinformation During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Beyond 

The deadline to apply is November 12, 2021.   Find more information at https://www.phscof.org/SEED-GRANTS.HTML.

^ Return to top

Interesting Abstracts 
Epidemiology of Chronic Effects of Traumatic Brain Injury. Open access article. Juliet Haarbauer-Krupa, Mary Jo Pugh, Eric M Prager,
Nicole Harmon, Jessica Wolfe, and Kristine Yaffe. Journal of Neurotrauma ahead of print http://doi.org/10.1089/neu.2021.0062

Selective Prehospital Advanced Resuscitative Care – Developing A Strategy to Prevent Prehospital Deaths From
Noncompressible Torso Hemorrhage
Abstract: Hemorrhage, and particularly noncompressible torso hemorrhage (NCTH) remains a leading cause of potentially preventable
prehospital death from trauma in the United States and globally. A subset of severely-injured patients either die in the field or develop
irreversible hemorrhagic shock before they can receive hospital definitive care, resulting in poor outcomes. The focus of this opinion paper
is to delineate (a) the need for existing trauma systems to adapt so that potentially life-saving advanced resuscitation and truncal
hemorrhage control interventions can be delivered closer to the point-of-injury in select patients, and (b) a possible mechanism through
which some trauma systems can train and incorporate select prehospital advanced resuscitative care teams to deliver those interventions.
Read more at https://www.trauma-news.com/2021/09/advanced-prehospital-care-teams-could-reduce-preventable-trauma-deaths/. 

Association of Hospital Telestroke Adoption With Changes in Initial Hospital Presentation and Transfers Among Patients With
Stroke and Transient Ischemic Attacks
Question:  Was the implementation of telestroke services at hospitals associated with changes in the organization of stroke systems of
care?  Findings:  In this cross-sectional study using a national sample of 593 telestroke hospitals and 593 matched control hospitals, no
significant association was found between telestroke implementation and a hospital’s stroke volume, rate of transfers, or the hospitals to
which patients are transferred.  This study suggests that, across a national sample of hospitals implementing telestroke, no association
between telestroke adoption and changes in stroke systems of care were found. Read more
at https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2784436.
 

UPCOMING Events
October
IAEM EMEX 2021.  October 15-22, 2021. Grand Rapids, MI.   https://www.iaem.org/usconf

American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress.  October 24-28, 2021. Washington, DC. 
https://www.facs.org/clincon2021  

American College of Emergency Physicians Annual Meeting.  October 25 - 28, 2021.  Boston, MA.  www.acep.org

November
Air Medical Transport Conference. October 31-November 2, 2021. Fort Worth, TX.  http://aams.org/education-meetings/

The Virginia EMS Symposium.  November 3-7, 2021. Norfolk, VA.   https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/emergency-medical-services/meetings-
conferences-virginia/

2021 National Conference on EMS. November 10-13, 2021. Atlantic City, NJ. http://nationalconferenceonems.com.

Tacoma Trauma Virtual Conference 2021 - November 12
https://www.tacomatrauma.org/tacoma-trauma-conference/

American Ambulance Association Annual Meeting.  TBD.  https://annual.ambulance.org/

Please use these links to access monthly course schedules and registration info related to: 

NAEMSE Instructor Course Level 1 
NAEMSE Instructor Course Level 2 
CAAHEP Accreditation Update & Evaluating Student Competency Workshops 

Website Facebook Twitter Email

Your input to Washington Update is welcome and
can be sent directly to our Editor:

Kathy Robinson, RN, EMT-P, QAS
National Association of State EMS Officials

201 Park Washington Court
Falls Church, VA  22046

Email: robinson@nasemso.org
Phone:  703.538.1799 Ext. 1894

CONTACT NASEMSO STAFF

Elizabeth Armstrong
(Management Counsel)
armstrong@nasemso.org

Dia Gainor (Executive Director)
dia@nasemso.org

Sharon Kelly (Executive Assistant)
kelly@nasemso.org

Kathy Robinson 
(Strategic Partnerships Director)
Emerging Systems of Care, Trauma,
Education
robinson@nasemso.org

Hannah Degn
(Project Coordinator)
hannah@nasemso.org

Rachael Alter (Program Manager)
Data, Pediatrics, Contracts
alter@nasemso.org

Mary Hedges (Program Manager)
Medical Directors, HITS,
Safe Transport of Children
hedges@nasemso.org 

Leslee Stein-Spencer
(Program Manager)
Health & Medical Preparedness
stein-spencer@nasemso.org 

Kevin McGinnis (Program Manager)
Communications, CP-MIH, HIE,
Rural EMS, Personnel Licensure)
mcginnis@nasemso.org

Sue Prentiss (Program Manager)
Agency & Vehicle Licensure
prentiss@nasemso.org

The material contained in this newsletter is for informational purposes only. NASEMSO does not support, endorse, or recommend
any position, product, or service unless explicitly stated. 

The Washington Update is produced by the National Association of State EMS Officials. Feel free to share this publication with your
colleagues. To subscribe to receive the Washington Update by e-mail, please click here. View archived issues here.
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