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NASEMSO News
NASEMSO EMS 360 Webinars Offer Insight to
Contemporary Topics
Our new EMS 360 Powered by NASEMSO webinars are selected to highlight topics of interest to our members.  On August 25, NASEMSO
hosted "Sharing EMS Overdose Data," a webinar of the statewide implementation of the Overdose Detection Mapping Application
(ODMAP). View the recording now on NASEMSO's YouTube page at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2V1r-hIMkrcEv5eBtrWERA. 

On September 8 @ 2pm ET, you won't want to miss the "State of Pediatric Trauma Systems," a session on the National Pediatric
Trauma System Evaluation and Gap Analysis conducted by the University of Louisville. Registration is now available
at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5365914027548770573

Questions or ideas for future sessions can be directed to NASEMSO Staff. 

Registration Open for NASEMSO Annual Meeting –
Nov. 14-18, 2021
Just a reminder that conference registration is now open and a schedule at a glance is available on the NASEMSO web site
at https://nasemso.org/news-events/events/event/nasemso-annual-meeting-2021/.  Councils and committees are currently in agenda
planning mode and more information will be posted as they become available. The call for poster presentations is also available on the web
site. NASEMSO is monitoring the recent spike in COVID-19 cases.  We are hopeful that COVID rates will subside by November as
vaccination rates increase and other protective measures are implemented. Our priority is the safety of our members. We will make
decisions based on that priority as we approach the meeting dates in November.  In the unlikely event the meeting must be cancelled,
prepaid registration fees will be refunded or applied to future meetings, based upon the registrant’s preference. Related questions can be
directed to NASEMSO Program Manager, Mary Hedges.

NASEMSO Partners on EMS Innovative Practices in
Responding to Opioid Crisis 
The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and NASEMSO engaged in a consensus-building process to identify
innovative strategies by EMS providers in response to the opioid crisis. Following a 2-day meeting in March of 2020 of public health officials
and EMS representatives, a nationwide survey was developed and distributed by state EMS officials to EMS providers in their respective
states and territories. 1140 responses were received from 48 states and territories in the fall of 2020. The results were analyzed and
compiled into the July 2021 ASTHO report, Innovations in Overdose Response: Strategies Implemented by Emergency Medical Services
Providers. The report is available at https://bit.ly/3jOjvug.

NASEMSO Endorses PHISLA to Support State Health
Departments
The American Public Health Association has issued an action alert in support of the Public Health Infrastructure Saves Lives Act (S. 674,
PHISLA). The alert provides a sample message that can quickly be sent to indivdiual Members of Congress, urging them to include PHISLA
in the upcoming jobs and infrastructure legislation. The American Heart Association has also put together a tailored action alert for
individuals to contact their Senators here. The bill would establish a Core Public Health Infrastructure Program at CDC, awarding grants to
state, local, tribal and territorial health departments to ensure they have the tools, workforce, and systems in place to address existing and
emerging health threats and reduce health disparities. A fact sheet to the bill, which includes a list of endorsing organizations, can be
found here. While NASEMSO has already gone on record to endorse the bill, organizations can fill out this form to join the effort (no need to
fill if your organization is already listed).

Return to top ^

For The States
2020 Census Bureau Data Now Available
The U.S. Census Bureau provides the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico with population counts to use in their redrawing
of congressional and state legislative district boundaries—a process known as “redistricting.” The Census Bureau released these data on
its public FTP site on August 12, 2021. The Census Bureau will release the same data in easier-to-use formats by September 30,
2021.While the states are responsible for legislative redistricting, the Census Bureau provides the most accurate population counts possible
for the geographic areas the states need.  Access more at https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/2020-census-
redistricting.html.

NEW!! Infection Prevention Compendium for LTC
Facilities
The New York Academy of Medicine has released a first-of-its-kind compendium of infection prevention resources for long-term care
professionals and practitioners worldwide. Developed in partnership with the Yale School of Nursing and with support from Saraya Co. LTD,
this new digital resource hub makes a significant contribution to the development and maintenance of effective infection prevention and
control by centralizing globally sourced guides, resources and toolkits that address the complex operational elements of long-term care
facilities. Read more at https://www.nyam.org/center-healthy-aging/resources/infection-prevention-resources/.

SAMHSA Distributes State Grants to Train First
Responders
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is announcing the distribution of 13 grants totaling $11 million
to reduce the number of prescription drug/opioid overdose-related deaths and adverse events by training first responders and other key
community groups. The Grants to Prevent Prescription Drug/Opioid Overdose-Related Deaths (PDO) will fund training to prevent
prescription drug/opioid overdose-related deaths, as well as secondary prevention strategies, including the purchase and distribution of
naloxone, a medication to prevent overdose by opioids, to first responders. Thirteen grantees will receive up to $850,000 per year over five
years – today’s distribution was for the first year – for a total of approximately $55.2 million, subject to availability of funds and grantee
performance. See a full list of PDO grant recipients. 

Return to top ^

Air Medical
Physician Groups Revise Joint Position Statement on
Air Ambulance Utilization
Air medical services involves providing medical care in transit while using either fixed wing (airplane) or rotor wing (helicopter) aircraft to
move patients between locations. The modern use and availability of air medical services has expanded access to various health system
resources, including specialty care. While this is generally beneficial, such expansion has also contributed to the complexity of health care
delivery systems. Since the publication of the 2013 joint position statement Appropriate and Safe Utilization of Helicopter Emergency
Medical Services, research has shown that patient benefit is gained from the clinical care capabilities of air medical services independent of
potential time saved when transporting patients. Because the evidence basis for utilization of air medical services continues to evolve,
NAEMSP, ACEP, and AMPA believe that an update regarding the appropriate utilization of air medical services is warranted, and that such
guidance for utilization can be divided into three major categories: clinical considerations, safety considerations, and system integration and
quality assurance considerations. Read more at https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2021.1967534. 

NASEMSO Comments on State Regulatory Authority
at AAPB Advisory Committee 
NHTSA’s Air Ambulance and Patient Billing Advisory Committee (AAPBAC) met on August 11th with a focus on whether the FAA should
amend the Airline Deregulation Act (ADA.) NASEMSO Air Medical Committee Chair, Joseph House provided comments on behalf of
NASEMSO. The three hour meeting was recorded and is viewable at https://www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/AAPB/meeting-
video.  The committee web site is https://www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/AAPB and the Federal Docket on the topic is available
at https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=DOT-OST-2018-0206.  

Return to top ^

Communications 
NENA Releases i3 Standard Update; Seeks ANSI
Approval
The National Emergency Number Association (NENA) recently released the latest version of the i3 standard for next-generation 911
(NG911) infrastructure, which will be submitted to the American National Standard Institute (ANSI) for approval. If approved, i3 would
become recognized as a “commonly accepted standard” making it eligible for NG911 funding proposals included in the LIFT America
Act.  Version 3 includes key updates to NG911 infrastructure to ensure continued support for interoperability on a national and international
scale. Version 3 changes include a move to a REST/JSON architecture for data interactions between functional elements and systems,
improvements to security, major updates to the call bridging (Bridging Service), Discrepancy Reports, an Outgoing Call Interface Function,
blind transfer support, updates to novel call types (including non-interactive calls and Advanced Automatic Crash Notifications [AACNs]),
and more. Version 3 also incorporates a number of new IETF specifications and has made adjustments to addressing to harmonize
specifications across Europe and North America.  Read more at https://www.nena.org/news/572966/NENA-Releases-New-Version-of-the-
i3-Standard-for-Next-Generation-9-1-1.htm. As an aside, the infrastructure bill passed by the U.S. Senate on August 10 included $65B for
broadband infrastructure.

DHS S&T Directorate Working to Improve Security of
Communications
The Science and Technology Directorate at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is engaged in two priority research projects whose
goal is to make communications technology more secure for federal government and public safety uses. These related projects are coupled
under the aptly named Secure and Resilient Mobile Network Infrastructure (SRMNI) and Emergency Communications Research and
Development (R&D) Program. The combined R&D program and its individual research initiatives are presented in detail in the just-
released S&T and CISA SRMNI & Emergency Comms R&D Program Guidebook. 

FirstNet Authority Issues RFI on NG Off-Network
Communications
The FirstNet Authority has issued a “Request for Information” to better understand respondents' current and future capabilities, develop
awareness of emerging technologies and potential long‐term solutions, evaluate best procurement approach(es), and determine how to
best leverage existing and emerging capabilities and best practices to meet public safety needs. The Authority is interested in any ongoing
or planned efforts to mature current and/or emerging technologies that may contribute to a next generation public safety off‐network
solution. Such technology or solutions are of interest to the Authority especially where the nationwide public safety broadband network
(NPSBN) does not provide Macro Network coverage, e.g., wilderness areas, or where the macro network is not performing as designed,
e.g., network outages, backhaul outages, catastrophic failures. States that are currently working with technology vendors that might have
insight to these needs can be directed to https://sam.gov/opp/92745b74548d47798c6704df873e9f79/view for more information.

Data 
Google and Amazon Eye FHIR Standard in Expanded
Health Technology Services
Large tech giants are jumping into a growing interoperability solutions market as federal regulations spur the healthcare industry to open up
and share medical records data. FHIR is a Health Level Seven International® (HL7®) standard for exchanging healthcare information
electronically. It is the next generation exchange framework being adopted by the healthcare community to advance interoperability. Google
Cloud has rolled out a new tool called the healthcare data engine, currently in private preview, that helps healthcare and life sciences
organizations harmonize data from multiple sources, including medical records, claims, clinical trials and research data.  Amazon
HealthLake is a HIPAA-eligible service for healthcare and life sciences organizations that aggregates an organization’s complete data
across various silos and disparate formats into a centralized Amazon Web Services (AWS) data lake and automatically normalizes this
information using machine learning. For more information on FHIR, go to https://ecqi.healthit.gov/fhir.

Health and Medical Preparedness 
National Preparedness Month Calendar Now Available
September is National Preparedness Month. Managed by FEMA’s Ready Campaign, in association with the Ad Council, the month is
observed to encourage everyone to take steps to prepare for disasters that could at any time.  This year’s theme, “Prepare to Protect,”
highlights how preparing for disasters is protecting everyone you love.  For free, easy to use social media content, and more information,
visit:  Ready.gov/September.

AHC Offers Replay of Virtual Exercises
The All-Hazards Consortium (AHC) recently hosted a series of Sensitive Information Sharing Environment working group (SISE-net) Virtual
Tabletop Exercises. The Part 2 of 3 meeting recording and slides are now available at https://pro.ahcusa.org/sisenet-replay-a. (The actual
presentation starts at roughly 18 minutes into the recording.) Part 3 of 3 is available at https://pro.ahcusa.org/pt-3-replay-slides-a.

2020 Health Care Readiness Annual Report Now
Available
The Office of the Assistant Secretary of Preparedness and Response (ASPR) at the U.S. Department for Health and Human Services
(HHS) recently announced that the 2020 Health Care Readiness Annual Report is now available on the Performance Measures, Guidance,
and Reports webpage. This inaugural annual report outlines the various core programs and activities within the Health Care Readiness
Portfolio and how they have strengthened the preparedness and response capabilities of the U.S. health care system in 2020.

OSHA Updated Guidance on Protecting Workers from
COVID
The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration recently issued updated guidance to help employers protect
workers from the coronavirus. The updated guidance reflects developments in science and data, including the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention's updated COVID-19 guidance issued July 27. The updated guidance expands information on appropriate measures for
protecting workers in higher-risk workplaces with mixed-vaccination status workers, particularly for industries such as manufacturing; meat,
seafood and poultry processing; high volume retail and grocery; and agricultural processing, where there is often prolonged close contact
with other workers and/or non-workers.

OSHA to Convene Panel on Emergency Response
Standard
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has notified the SBA Office of Advocacy (Advocacy) that OSHA intends to
reinitiate/convene its Small Business Advocacy Review (SBAR) panel (also known as a SBREFA panel) on a possible Emergency
Response standard in the next sixty (60) days (see OSHA’s Unified Regulatory Agenda entry at View Rule (reginfo.gov)). OSHA has
established a formal webpage with detailed information about this panel and rulemaking at https://www.osha.gov/emergency-
response/sbrefa that it will be updating shortly. The panel is scheduled to formally convene on October 4, 2021, will host a series of video
conference with Small Entity Representatives (SERs) from the regulated sectors in mid-October 2021, and conclude with a panel report by
December 4, 2021.

FEMA Launches National Risk Index 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently announced the full application launch of the National Risk Index, an online
resource that visually identifies traits of the communities most at risk from natural hazards. This online mapping application provides a
holistic view of community risk by providing baseline relative risk scores. It measures a community’s risk for 18 natural hazards, in addition
to resilience, social vulnerability and expected annual loss. The Index helps users understand natural hazard risk and to support informed
risk reduction decisions for mitigation planning and emergency management. By providing standardized risk data and an overview of
multiple risk factors, this interactive mapping and analysis tool can help communities, especially those with limited flood mapping and risk
assessment capabilities, prepare for natural hazards. Read more at https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/products-tools/national-risk-index.  

NPHL Offers Issue Brief on Crisis Standards of Care
During the COVID-19 pandemic, hospitals across the nation have confronted patient surges and resource shortages consistent with
implementing crisis standards of care (CSC). The National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) define CSC as a
“substantial change in usual health care operations and the level of care it is possible to deliver.” However, no set of legal issues are more
profound than those implicated in making actual decisions about which patient[s] receive specific care in emergencies. A recent issue brief
by the Network for Public Health Law (NPHL) lists core legal issues and concerns that may arise when a resource allocation or treatment
decision is made under CSC. Read more at https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Issue-Brief-CSC-Legal-Issues-
Underlying-Key-Decisions-Regarding-Scarce-Resources.pdf.

UL Webinars Share Lithium-ion Battery Science for
Safe Response
The Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Battery Safety Science free webinar series brings together experts to discuss lithium-ion battery
technology and safety. Several of the webinars are of interest to emergency responders, including programs on thermal runaway, gas
emissions, EV fire data and fire service considerations for response to a lithium-ion battery incident.  Read more
at https://www.usfa.fema.gov/blog/ig-081221-2.html.  

^ Return to top

Medical Direction 
Multistate Outbreak of Infections Associated with
Ultrasound Gel
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is assisting the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and several state and local
health departments with an ongoing investigation of Burkholderia cepacia complex (Bcc) infections in healthcare facilities. Patients have
developed Bcc infections, including bloodstream infections, after having undergone ultrasound-guided procedures in which MediChoice®
M500812 ultrasound gel was likely used. MediChoice® M500812 ultrasound gel was likely used to guide ultrasonography in preparation for
or during the procedures. Procedures have included ultrasound-guided placement of central and peripheral intravenous catheters and
transcutaneous procedures including paracentesis.  Please refer to https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/stop-
using-all-eco-med-ultrasound-gels-and-lotions-due-risk-bacterial-contamination-letter-health. 

FDA Advises Device Manufacturers on Colored
Wristbands
After receiving an official complaint, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently warned manufacturers of implanted devices of
potential confusion and the possibility of inappropriate medical treatment based on the color of the bracelet or wristband provided by a
device manufacturer and given to patients to be worn as an identifier of an implanted device. The FDA provided the manufacturers
information related to a call from the American Hospital Association to standardize the color of hospital wristbands as an improved safety
measure and is aware that purple hospital wristbands are given to patients in many health care settings to denote DNR status. Read more
at https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/industry-medical-devices/use-purple-bracelets-or-wristbands-only-do-not-resuscitate-status-letter-
industry. 

 

^ Return to top

Pediatric Emergency Care 
AHRQ: Systematic Review on Pediatric Medication
Errors at Home
Medication administration errors made by parent or caregivers can result in medication errors at home. This systematic review found that
30% to 80% of pediatric patients experience a medication error at home, and that the risk increases based on characteristics of the
caregiver and if a prescription contains more than two drugs. Read more at https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/systematic-review-pediatric-
medication-errors-parents-or-caregivers-home. 

Reuters Highlights Increased Drug OD Calls in Youth 
Using NEMSIS data that Reuters obtained from nine cities and states; eight of the jurisdictions showed a significant increase in youth
overdose deaths in 2020.  Many health experts connect the spike in drug emergencies to school closures, cancellation of sports and social
isolation.  The rate of 9-1-1 calls about drug-related incidents involving people age 20 and younger increased by 43% last year as many
schools were closed due to the pandemic. The rate of emergency calls involving young people who required naloxone increased by 34%
from 2019 to 2020, to the highest rate of use since at least 2017. Read more at https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-
trauma-specialrepo-idUSKBN2FE14C. 

New Data on Prevention and Reduction of Underage
Drinking
The Report to Congress on the Prevention and Reduction of Underage Drinking (RTC), along with the State Performance and Best
Practices report and state-specific reports, serves as a resource for creating data-driven and evidence-based policies and programs to
reduce and prevent underage drinking. In particular, the Report to Congress contains state-specific data on underage drinking, legal
policies, state enforcement and prevention activities, and information on state expenditures on substance abuse and treatment. The
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) recently published a User’s Guide, a digestible overview of the
Report to Congress for prevention professionals, state and local agencies, and community-based organizations, now available
at https://bit.ly/3z11PC3. To access the full report, go to 
 https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/resources/reporttocongress/rtc2018.aspx.

High-Schoolers Learn FAST
Three years ago, the National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health (NCDMPH) received funding from the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) to create a school-age trauma course in collaboration with the
American Red Cross. As a result, First Aid for Severe Trauma™ (FAST™) is the first national Stop the Bleed® approved course developed
specifically for high schoolers. Developed using battlefield lessons learned, evidence-based research, and educational expert input, this
course is intended to save lives and build a more resilient population.  To learn more visit https://ncdmph.usuhs.edu/fast   

^ Return to top

Trauma 
Safe States Publishes New Injury and Violence
Prevention Blueprint 
Despite significant burden from injuries and violence, per capita expenditures in injury and violence prevention (IVP) consistently represent
a small fraction of total public health investments. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Core State Injury Prevention Program
(Core Program) provides a natural foundation on which to build this infrastructure. Entering its sixth iteration, the Core Program emphasizes
essential public health competencies and provides states with the capacity to swiftly respond to existing and emerging issues. A new
publication from Safe States provides several recommendations towards establishing a national IVP program. Read more
at https://www.safestates.org/general/custom.asp?page=blueprint. 

^ Return to top

Federal News
S. 610 Passes Senate; Awaits Action in the House
The U.S. Senate recently passed S. 610, the Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act, which establishes grants and requires
other activities to improve mental and behavioral health and prevent burnout among health care providers. Dr. Breen was an emergency
care physician that recovered from COVID-19 but committed suicide in the disease aftermath. S. 610 and its bipartisan House
counterpart H.R. 1667 are focused on researching and developing policies preventing burnout and improving mental health among health
care clinicians, along with removing barriers to accessing care and treatment (including consideration of stigma and licensing
concerns). For more information, go to https://www.acep.org/corona/COVID-19-alert/covid-19-articles/your-advocacy-at-work-senate-
passes-dr.-lorna-breen-bill/.

NHTSA Programs to Offer Informational Webinars
Join a new webinar from the NG911 program for an update on the status of 988, the nation’s three-digit number for mental health
emergencies, and the Washington, DC, Office of Unified Communications’ (DC-OUC) approach to NG911 training for their operational and
IT staff.  September 14 at 12:00 PM ET.  Register now at https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/432255815297527567. 

For EMS and 911 systems, telemedicine has enabled safer triaging of possible COVID patients, avoiding unnecessary and expensive visits
to the emergency department, and getting patients the right care at the right time.  In a new webinar from the NHTSA Office of EMS, you’ll
hear from people who were involved in the creation of the Telemedicine Framework for EMS and 911 Organizations and who have helped
implement telemedicine in an EMS system. They’ll highlight some of the challenges faced by EMS and 911 organizations—and how to use
the Framework to help find solutions. Register now for the September 22 webinar at 2 pm ET
at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3937729787969475339. 

CMS Provides Evaluation of RSNAT Pilot; Announces
Dates for National Expansion
In December 2014, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) launched the Medicare Prior Authorization Model for Repetitive,
Scheduled, Non-Emergent Ambulance Transport (RSNAT-PA) in selected states where expenditures for these services were high
compared to other states. The RSNAT-PA model uses prior authorization to reduce ambulance transports that do not meet the Medicare
criteria. CMS found the model dramatically reduced both RSNAT service use and RSNAT expenditures, by 72% and 76%, respectively,
resulting in a reduction of approximately $750 million in RSNAT service expenditures and total Medicare savings of $1 billion for
beneficiaries with ESRD and/or severe pressure ulcers. Overall, CMS finds the model had no meaningful impact on quality or access to
care. Findings at a glance are available at https://innovation.cms.gov/data-and-reports/2021/rsnat-finlevalrpt-fg. The full report is now
available at https://innovation.cms.gov/data-and-reports/2021/rsnat-finalevalrpt#page=13.  

In breaking news, CMS announced the schedule for all remaining states and territories of the Prior Authorization Model in a Federal
Register Notice on August 27. Read more at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-08-27/pdf/2021-18543.pdf.

^ Return to top

Industry News 
EMS Documentary to Tell Paramedics’ Stories
The 70’s TV show “Emergency!” introduced the concept of paramedics to millions of viewers and inspired thousands to become EMS
practitioners themselves. Some historians say it launched modern EMS in the U.S. Now the two stars of the show are co-producing a
documentary to tell the story of today’s paramedic—following a pandemic that strained our healthcare system and revealed the critical role
that paramedics play in caring for their communities.  Find out more about the documentary, the advisory committee and the organizations
supporting it at intotheunknowndoc.com. You can also sign up to get regular updates on the progress of the documentary and “behind-the-
scenes” stories and footage.

CAMTS Releases Updated Draft MIH Program
Accreditation Standards 
The Commission on Accreditation of Medical Transport Systems (CAMTS) is proud to announce the release of the sixth draft of the first
national accreditation standards for Mobile Integrated Health (MIH) Programs. The standards reflect over a year’s work from some of the
national leaders in mobile integrated health services. Updated draft standards, as well as feedback from comments received, will be posted
on the website periodically until the final version is approved by the CAMTS MIH Program Standards Committee and the CAMTS Board.
The final standards are expected to be released in early 2022. Programs that believe they are in substantial compliance with the standards
can apply for the voluntary accreditation. The application process and requirements will be announced once the standards are
published.   The sixth draft of the CAMTS MIH Program Accreditation Standards is now posted on the CAMTS website (camts.org) and is
open for public comments. 

New EBG on Shift Work Duration
The American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) and Sleep Research Society (SRS) have published evidence-based guiding principles
to help employers determine optimal work shift durations for their workplace. With a process that assesses risks, considers
countermeasures, and institutes an informed approach to determine and evaluate shift durations, employers can make shift duration
decisions that manage fatigue-related risks while also maintaining high productivity and safety.  Summary
at https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/466898. Free article at https://academic.oup.com/sleep/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/sleep/zsab161/6312566.

New Epic® MyChart Partnership Could Enhance
Telehealth Opportunities  
TytoCare, the global health care industry's first all-in-one modular device and examination platform for AI-powered, on-demand, remote
medical exams, has expanded its integration within MyChart enabling frictionless asynchronous workflow. The integrated workflow enables
health systems to easily access TytoCare-generated data in a patient's EHR (Electronic Health Record), clinicians to access TytoCare
exam data directly within Epic, and seamless remote patient monitoring. The new integration allows users to login to just one app, MyChart,
and use TytoCare's "exam and share" feature. Read more at https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tytocare-launches-new-
integration-with-epic-for-seamless-asynchronous-telehealth-exams-301351136.html.

NASEMSO Congratulates EMS Colleague for Lifetime
Achievement!
Keith Griffiths, founding editor of JEMS and a longtime advocate for EMS and public safety, was honored at the 15th Pinnacle EMS
Leadership Forum with the Pinnacle Lifetime Achievement Award. The award recognizes individuals who have made significant
contributions to emergency medical services over the course of their career.  The honor is definitely well deserved! Read more
at https://www.redflashgroup.com/keith-griffiths-presented-with-lifetime-achievement-award-at-pinnacle-2021/.

^ Return to top

Interesting Abstracts 
Lessons Learned in Health Professions Education During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Part 1. Description: During the COVID-19
pandemic, health professionals adapted, innovated, and accelerated in order to meet the needs of students, patients, and the community.
To examine and learn from these experiences, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine's Global Forum on
Innovation in Health Professional Education convened a series of workshops, the first of which was a one-day virtual workshop on
December 3, 2020. Download for free at https://www.nap.edu/read/26210/chapter/1.

Duprey M et al. (2021) “Association Between Incident Delirium Treatment With Haloperidol and Mortality in Critically Ill
Adults.”  Crit Care Med. 2021;49(8):1303-1311. Read at https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/955328. 

AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (August, 2021). “Most Americans Agree that Nurses and Aides are Underpaid, While
Few Support Using Federal Dollars to Increase Pay for Doctors” [apnorc.org/projects/most-americans-agree-that-nurses-and-aides-
are-underpaid-while-few-support-using-federal-dollars-to-increase-pay-for-doctors]
 

UPCOMING Events
 

August

EMSC Grantee Meeting (Virtual). August 31 – September 2, 2021. Registration information has been sent via email; if you have not yet
received it, please email allgrantee@emscimprovement.center

September

Emergency Nurses Association Annual Meeting.  September 22-25, 2021. Orlando, FL.  www.ena.org   

October
EMS World Expo.  October 4-8 2021. Atlanta, GA.  
http://www.emsworldexpo.com/

2021 World Trauma Symposium 
Oct. 5 – Atlanta, Georgia, in conjunction with EMS World Expo
Also a live-streamed event. Register 

IAEM EMEX 2021.  October 15-22, 2021. Grand Rapids, MI.   https://www.iaem.org/usconf

American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress.  October 24-28, 2021. Washington, DC. 
https://www.facs.org/clincon2021  

American College of Emergency Physicians Annual Meeting.  October 25 - 28, 2021.  Boston, MA.  www.acep.org

November
Air Medical Transport Conference. October 31-November 2, 2021. Fort Worth, TX.  http://aams.org/education-meetings/

The Virginia EMS Symposium.  November 3-7, 2021. Norfolk, VA.   https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/emergency-medical-services/meetings-
conferences-virginia/

Revised Dates! National Association of State EMS Officials Annual Meeting.  November 14-18, 2021. Reno, NV
www.nasemso.org

2021 National Conference on EMS. November 10-13, 2021. Atlantic City, NJ. http://nationalconferenceonems.com.

Tacoma Trauma Virtual Conference 2021 - November 12
https://www.tacomatrauma.org/tacoma-trauma-conference/

American Ambulance Association Annual Meeting.  TBD.  https://annual.ambulance.org/

Please use these links to access monthly course schedules and registration info related to: 

NAEMSE Instructor Course Level 1 
NAEMSE Instructor Course Level 2 
CAAHEP Accreditation Update & Evaluating Student Competency Workshops 

Website Facebook Twitter Email

Your input to Washington Update is welcome and
can be sent directly to our Editor:

Kathy Robinson, RN, EMT-P, QAS
National Association of State EMS Officials

201 Park Washington Court
Falls Church, VA  22046

Email: robinson@nasemso.org
Phone:  703.538.1799 Ext. 1894

CONTACT NASEMSO STAFF

Elizabeth Armstrong
(Management Counsel)
armstrong@nasemso.org

Dia Gainor (Executive Director)
dia@nasemso.org

Sharon Kelly (Executive Assistant)
kelly@nasemso.org

Kathy Robinson 
(Strategic Partnerships Director)
Emerging Systems of Care, Trauma,
Education
robinson@nasemso.org

Hannah Degn
(Project Coordinator)
hannah@nasemso.org

Rachael Alter (Program Manager)
Data, Pediatrics, Contracts
alter@nasemso.org

Mary Hedges (Program Manager)
Medical Directors, HITS,
Safe Transport of Children
hedges@nasemso.org 

Leslee Stein-Spencer
(Program Manager)
Health & Medical Preparedness
stein-spencer@nasemso.org 

Kevin McGinnis (Program Manager)
Communications, CP-MIH, HIE,
Rural EMS, Personnel Licensure)
mcginnis@nasemso.org

Sue Prentiss (Program Manager)
Agency & Vehicle Licensure
prentiss@nasemso.org

The material contained in this newsletter is for informational purposes only. NASEMSO does not support, endorse, or recommend
any position, product, or service unless explicitly stated. 

The Washington Update is produced by the National Association of State EMS Officials. Feel free to share this publication with your
colleagues. To subscribe to receive the Washington Update by e-mail, please click here. View archived issues here.
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