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NASEMSO News
NASEMSO Executive Committee Welcomes
Jason Rhodes as Member-At-Large Rep
In a recent special election, Jason Rhodes was elected to fill a member-at-large vacancy on NASEMSO’s Executive
Committee.  Rhodes, the state EMS director for Rhode Island, has served in his current role since 2010 and also serves as
NASEMSO’s East Regional Chair. Congratulations, Jason!

LA State Director Voted NAEMT President-Elect 
 NASEMSO congratulates Susan Bailey, LA State EMS Director on her recent election as President Elect for the National
Association of Emergency Medical Technicians.  Bailey’s term as NAEMT President will commence in 2023!  Way to go,
Susan!!

NASEMSO Congratulates the Newest State
Senator for New Hampshire
Suzanne Prentiss, former State EMS Director, has won her election bid to participate in the New Hampshire State Senate. Sue
continues to provide staff support to NASEMSO's Agency and Vehicle Licensure Committee along with her primary
responsibilities as Executive Director for the American Trauma Society.  Sue's relentless support for public health and public
safety was key to her win and makes her the first paramedic to serve in the NH legislature!  We are proud of your
accomplishments and wish you much success, Senator Prentiss!!
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For The States 
Interim Final Rule on Maintaining Medicaid
Enrollment During Public Health Emergency
Under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, states receiving the temporary bump in Federal Medical Assistance
Percentages (FMAP) were required to maintain enrollment and coverage for all beneficiaries through the end of the month in
which the PHE for COVID-19 expires. Under the interim rule, to maintain the increased FMAP, states must maintain Medicaid
enrollment of “validly enrolled beneficiaries” falling under one of three tiers of coverage. States may terminate enrollment for
individuals not validly enrolled, after providing advance notice and fair hearing rights. States can also make changes to
beneficiary coverage, cost-sharing and post-eligibility treatment of income. Read more.
 

CDC Reevaluates Provisional Drug Overdose
Death Counts
Recent improvements in timeliness and data quality have prompted a re-evaluation of the length of time that data quality
requirements have had to be met for states to be included in data reported by National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS),
National Vital Statistics System, 2016-2018. As a result of this re-evaluation, trends for additional states have been updated
and more will be added as they meet data quality and timeliness requirements.  Read more here. 
 

FEMA Announces Allocations for Feeding and
Sheltering
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has announced the allocation of $125 million authorized by Congress
for FY 2020 based on criteria involving the latest national population, unemployment, and poverty data.  The funds will be used
to assist social service organizations dedicated to feeding, sheltering, and providing critical resources to our nation's hungry
and homeless. EFSP funds are used to supplement food, shelter, rent, mortgage, and utility assistance programs for people
with non-disaster related emergencies. Of this year’s allocation, 8% will be made available to State Set-Aside Committees that
will make funding determinations to aid people in jurisdictions with needs that may not be reflected in the National Board’s
qualifying formula.

Read more at https://www.efsp.unitedway.org/efsp/website/websiteContents/pdfs/Phase38Allocations.pdf. 

                                 Return to top ^

Air Medical
USDOT Takes Next Steps on Drone Integration
with State and Local Governments
The U.S. Department of Transportation announced it was formally concluding its three-year Unmanned Aircraft Systems
(UAS) Integration Pilot Program. However, eight of the nine state, local and tribal governments that participated in the program
have signed new agreements with the Federal Aviation Administration to continue to tackle remaining drone integration
challenges as part of a new initiative called BEYOND. The new initiative will answer ongoing issues surrounding the Beyond
Visual Line of Sight operations that are repeatable, scalable and economically viable. Specific emphasis is placed on
community engagement efforts to collect, analyze and address community concerns; infrastructure inspection, public
operations and small package delivery; and leveraging industry operations to better analyze and quantify the societal and
economic benefits of UAS operations. Read more.

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/fourth-covid-19-interim-final-rule-comment-period-ifc-4
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm#selection_specific_states_jurisdictions
https://www.efsp.unitedway.org/efsp/website/websiteContents/pdfs/Phase38Allocations.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/beyond/
https://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=25420


USDOJ Announces $825,000 Penalty to Settle
Helicopter Violations
United States Attorney Jason R. Dunn announced that Air Methods Corporation has agreed to pay $825,000 to settle a civil
case alleging that the company violated Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”) regulations by operating an emergency-
services helicopter with severely corroded pitot tubes.   On November 4, 2019, the United States filed a civil action, United
States v. Air Methods Corp., 19-cv-03130-RM-NRN (D. Colo.), seeking to recover civil penalties from Air Methods.  The United
States contended that, by operating an air-ambulance helicopter with severely corroded pitot tubes, Air Methods violated FAA
“airworthiness” regulations, which require aircraft to be in a condition for safe operation. Air Methods, headquartered in
Greenwood Village, Colorado, is the country’s largest air medical transport services provider.  The claims against Air Methods
are allegations, and in agreeing to settle this matter, Air Methods did not admit to any liability.  Read more
at https://www.justice.gov/usao-co/pr/air-ambulance-company-agrees-pay-825000-settle-claims-operating-helicopter-severely.

Return to top ^

Communications
FirstNet Roadmap Updated to Expand Focus
Areas
The FirstNet Authority Roadmap is designed to guide the growth, evolution, and advancement of FirstNet. Developed with input
from public safety, industry, government, and our network contractor, AT&T, the Roadmap provides a view of public safety’s
operational needs and technology trends for mobile broadband communications over the next five years. The First Responder
Network Authority recently hosted two Roadmap Update webinars with FirstNet Authority staff and leadership that outlined the
data-driven approach to the Roadmap update and discuss updates to the Roadmap priorities.
 
In related news, be sure to check out Brent Williams’ latest observations in “The EMS Take” here. 

New GAO Report Highlights Broadband
Shortfalls
The Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) “high-cost program” is intended to promote broadband deployment in
unserved areas. Millions of Americans do not have access to broadband. Within the Universal Service Fund, FCC's high-cost
program provided about $5 billion in 2019 to telecommunications carriers to support broadband deployment in unserved areas
where the cost to provide broadband service is high. In 2011, FCC established five performance goals and related measures
for the high-cost program. The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) was recently asked to review the high-cost
program's performance goals and measures. GAO is making four recommendations, including that FCC should ensure its high-
cost program's performance goals and measures align with leading practices and publicly report on progress measured toward
the goals. Read more in “FCC Should Enhance Performance Goals and Measures for Its Program to Support Broadband
Service in High-Cost Areas” GAO-21-24: Published: Oct 1, 2020. Publicly Released: Oct 30, 2020
at https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-21-24. 

Return to top ^

Health and Medical Preparedness 
Opportunity to Comment on FEMA Guide
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is seeking content input from whole community partners on the “Building
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Private-Public Partnerships Guide” draft document. Feedback must be submitted by Dec. 10. To facilitate engagement process,
FEMA will host a series of 60-minute engagement webinars to discuss the Guide and answer stakeholders’ questions. The
webinars will be open to the whole community and advance registration is required. To register, click on the preferred webinar
session below.

Webinar 1: Dec. 1 at 2 p.m. EST Register at: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/p3_webinar1/event/registration.html
Webinar 2: Dec. 3 at 3 p.m. EST Register at:https://fema.connectsolutions.com/p3_webinar2/event/registration.html

CRS Highlights Mask Mandates in New Report
The Congressional Research Service (CRS) recently posted its recent “Legal Sidebar” report to Congress on legislative
authorities to mandate the wearing of face masks.  This Sidebar provides an overview of the relevant federal authority to issue
such a mandate, as well as other legal considerations for Congress. (Federal authority to mandate mask wearing in more
limited settings, such as within certain federal properties, is beyond the scope of the document). Read more in “Could the
President or Congress Enact a Nationwide Mask Mandate?” at https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/LSB/LSB10530.

Zoom Adds New Security Features to Online
Meetings
Zoom, the popular web conferencing platform, recently released new security features to remove and report disruptive meeting
participants.  Hosts and co-hosts can already report users from the Security icon, but now meeting participants can also report
a disruptive user directly from the Zoom client by clicking the top-left Security badge. Suspend Participant Activities, lets hosts
and co-hosts pause a meeting, remove an uninvited user and notify Zoom's Trust and Safety team. After the host or co-host
has reported the user, they can re-enable meeting features like video, audio, in-meeting chat or screen sharing, which are put
on hold as they're blocking the disruptor.  In addition, Zoom has deployed an At-Risk Meeting Notifier to scan public social
media posts and other websites for publicly shared Zoom Meeting links. When the tool detects a meeting that looks to be at
high risk of being disrupted, it automatically alerts the account owner by email and provides advice on what to do. These steps
could include deleting the vulnerable meeting and creating a new one with a new meeting ID, enabling security settings. If you
do get an email, it’s critical to take action or risk having your meeting disrupted. As a reminder – one of the best ways to keep
your Zoom meeting secure is to never share your meeting ID or passcode on any public forum, including social media. Zoom
is offering a series of webinars for users to leverage security features. For more info about registering, go
to https://success.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oZyZu748S_SQcHt6JbOKrA?id=Tbn6g0sxRJeCejybe-mMug. 

Disasters and Religion App Available for First
Responders 
The Disasters & Religion App helps disaster responders better serve America’s diverse religious communities and build
partnerships with religious leaders, with easily accessible religious literacy and competency information on 27 unique religions.
It was created by the National Disaster Interfaiths Network (NDIN), New York Disaster Interfaith Services (NYDIS), and the
University of Southern California Center for Religion and Civic Culture (CRCC). It is also a useful tool for building partnerships
with faith communities before a crisis. It also offers Tip Sheets on Mass Care considerations for different faith communities; 16
Tip Sheets on partnering with faith communities in disasters; and 26 Tip Sheets on equipping religious leaders about disaster
preparedness through the Be a Ready Congregation program. Learn more at https://www.disastersandreligionsapp.org. 

START Seeks to Collect Pandemic Effect Data on
First Responder Communities Including EMS
The National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism—better known as START—is a university-
based research and education center comprised of an international network of scholars committed to the scientific study of the
causes and human consequences of terrorism in the United States and around the world. The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
has imposed costs on the country’s police, fire, and emergency medical services. First responders risk exposure in their jobs,
yet must maintain operations in order to ensure the safety of the communities they serve. START seeks to collect data on
COVID-19 impacts on first responder communities and provide evidence-based best practices. First responders who want to
participate in the study can fill out the questionnaire here. It is designed to be answered by someone involved in planning,
reviewing, implementing, or evaluating the organizational response to COVID-19 of law enforcement, emergency medical
services, or fire departments.  Read more at https://start.umd.edu/research-projects/monitor-and-mitigate-impact-covid-19-
public-safety. 
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BARDA Names New Director
Gary Disbrow, PhD has been named Deputy Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response and Director of the
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA). BARDA, a component of the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Preparedness and Response within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, invests in the
innovation, advanced research and development, acquisition, and manufacturing of medical countermeasures – vaccines,
drugs, therapeutics, diagnostic tools, and non-pharmaceutical products – needed to combat 21st century health security
threats. Dr. Disbrow brings with him a wealth of experience. He joined BARDA in January 2007 and during his tenure, BARDA-
supported public-private sector partnerships have earned 56 regulatory approvals, licensures or clearances through the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.

Return to top ^

HITS 
NCSL Reports Pandemic Appears to Exacerbate
Risky Driving Behaviors
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), “The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s
(NHTSA) early estimates of traffic fatalities for the first six months of 2020 indicate that the number of traffic deaths decreased
2% as compared to the same period in 2019. However, the fatality rate—number of fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles
traveled—increased from 1.06 in the first half of 2019 to 1.25 in 2020. Excessive speeds and increased average speed but also
lower seat belt use started appearing as possible culprits. Additionally, measures of cellphone motion—an indicator of
smartphone distraction—increased roughly 15%between March and April 2020. These novel approaches to distracted driving
data collection suggest that while mobile device use by drivers was already a concerning issue prior to COVID-19, ‘phone
distraction per mile driven became even more frequent during the lockdown’.”  Read more
at https://www.ncsl.org/blog/2020/11/19/covid-19-appears-to-exacerbate-risky-driving-behaviors.aspx. 

Pediatric Emergency Care 
More Than 1M Children in U.S. Diagnosed with
COVID-19
State-level reports are the best publicly available data on child COVID-19 cases in the United States. The American Academy
of Pediatrics and the Children’s Hospital Association are collaborating to collect and share all publicly available data from states
on child COVID-19 cases (definition of “child” case is based on varying age ranges reported across states; see report Appendix
for details and links to all data sources). The number of new child COVID-19 cases reported this week, nearly 112,000, is by far
the highest weekly increase since the pandemic began. At this time, it appears that severe illness due to COVID-19 is rare
among children. However, there is an urgent need to collect more data on longer-term impacts on children, including ways the
virus may harm the long-term physical health of infected children, as well as its emotional and mental health effects.
Read more at https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-
data-report/.

^ Return to top
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Trauma 
Fall Prevention Focus of New AHRQ Funded
Study
Falls are the leading cause of preventable injury, and while many strategies have been developed to try to stop them and their
resultant injuries, they remain a persistent problem. Research by Brigham and Women's Hospital has been driven by the
question: Why, after more than 30 years of research, do patients continue to fall? The answers that the team uncovered
resulted in the creation of a toolkit that includes low-tech solutions, such as a laminated poster to display by patients' beds,
tailored prevention plans that can be added to patients' electronic health records and printed out or displayed on a computer
screensaver, and other interventions that engaged patients and their families in strategies to prevent falls. The investigators
found that their program, which focused on tools that engage patients and families in the fall prevention process throughout
hospitalization, was associated with significantly reduced falls and fall-related injuries at three different hospitals. The team's
results are now published in JAMA Network Open. Read more.  
 
In related news, the patient-centered safety initiative, Fall T.I.P.S., funded in part by the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality (AHRQ) is available at https://www.falltips.org. 

^ Return to top

Federal News 
CMMI Offers RSNAT Evaluation 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Innovation Center (CMMI) has released updated spending and affirmation
rates from the first five years of the Prior Authorization Model for Repetitive, Scheduled Non-Emergent Ambulance Transport
(RSNAT. ) The RSNAT Prior Authorization model was successful in reducing RSNAT and total Medicare spending while
maintaining overall quality of and access to care levels. Through the use of prior authorization, the model dramatically reduced
both RSNAT service use and RSNAT expenditures, by 63% and 72%, respectively, resulting in a reduction of approximately
$550 million in RSNAT service expenditures and total Medicare savings of $650 million for beneficiaries with ESRD and/or
severe pressure ulcers. Overall, our quantitative analysis suggests no impact on observed quality and access as measured by
emergency department visits, emergency ambulance use, unplanned inpatient admissions, and death. Read “Findings at a
Glance” or the entire report at https://innovation.cms.gov/data-and-reports/2020/rsnat-secondintevalrpt. 

HHS Publishes New Rules to Intended to
Improve Value Based Care
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published two final rules that aim to reduce regulatory barriers to care
coordination and accelerate the transformation of the healthcare system into one that pays for value and promotes the delivery
of coordinated care. The rules provide greater flexibility for healthcare providers to participate in value-based arrangements and
to provide coordinated care for patients. The final rules also ease unnecessary compliance burden for healthcare providers and
other stakeholders across the industry, while maintaining strong safeguards to protect patients and programs from fraud and
abuse. The HHS Office of Inspector General (OIG) issued the final rule “Revisions to the Safe Harbors Under the Anti-Kickback
Statute and Civil Monetary Penalty Rules Regarding Beneficiary Inducements,” and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) issued the final rule “Modernizing and Clarifying the Physician Self-Referral Regulations.” 
Read OIG’s final rule and fact sheet - PDF. Read CMS’s final rule and fact sheet.

HHS Retires Legacy “Compare” Tools; Offers
New Platform
In early September, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released Care Compare on Medicare.gov, which
streamlines eight original health care compare tools.  Care Compare offers a new design that makes it easier to find the same
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information that’s on the original compare tools. It gives you, patients, and caregivers one user-friendly place to find cost,
quality of care, service volume, and other CMS quality data to help make informed health care decisions.  Now, instead of
having to search through many compare tools, with just one click on Care Compare, you’ll find easy-to-understand information
about nursing homes, hospitals, doctors, and other health care providers.  Please remember that when we retire the 8
original compare tools, you will still be able to find information about health care providers and CMS quality data on
Care Compare, as well as download CMS publicly reported data from the Provider Data Catalog on CMS.gov.  Fully
transitioning to these tools does not change how CMS measures quality.  For more information, go
to https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/. 

FICEMS to Meet Virtually December 3, Register
Now to Attend
The Federal Interagency Committee on EMS (FICEMS) invites the public to join its next meeting on December 3, 2020.  The
meeting will be held virtually from 1-4 PM ET. Members of the public can register to attend here. 

NEMSES Final Draft Now Available for Comment
The final draft of proposed revisions to the National EMS Education Standards is now available for public comment. Members
of the EMS community and the public are invited to review the document and provide feedback to the team leading the effort by
Monday, December 14, using this online form.

NHTSA OEMS Offers Annual Update for 2019
The NHTSA Office of EMS, housed within the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in the U.S. Department of
Transportation has posted its 2019 Annual Update. A summary of pre-pandemic activities with various hyperlinks is now
available at https://www.ems.gov/pdf/EMS-gov-Annual-Update-2019.pdf.  

CMS’ New One-Stop Nursing Home Resource
Center Assists Providers, Caregivers, Residents
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently launched a new online platform - the Nursing Home Resource
Center - to serve as a centralized hub bringing together the latest information, guidance and data on nursing homes that is
important to facilities, frontline providers, residents and their families, especially as the fight against coronavirus disease 2019
continues.  The Resource Center consolidates all nursing home information, guidance and resources into a user-friendly, one-
stop-shop that is easily navigable so providers and caregivers can spend less time searching for critical answers and more time
caring for residents. Moreover, the new platform contains features specific to residents and their families, ensuring they have
the information needed to make empowered decisions about their healthcare.  To view the Nursing Home Resource Center,
please visit: https://www.cms.gov/nursing-homes 

HHS Proposes Unprecedented Regulatory
Reform through Retrospective Review
The Department of Health and Human Services recently issued a notice of proposed rulemaking requiring the Department to
assess its regulations every ten years to determine whether they are subject to review under the Regulatory Flexibility Act
(RFA), which requires regular review of certain significant regulations. If a given regulation is subject to the RFA, the
Department must review the regulation every ten years to determine whether the regulation is still needed and whether it is
having appropriate impacts. Regulations will expire if the Department does not assess and (if required) review them in a timely
manner. Under the proposed rule, any regulation issued by HHS (with certain exceptions) will cease to be effective ten years
after it is issued, unless HHS performs a plenary assessment of the regulation and a more detailed review of those regulations
that have a significant economic impact upon a substantial number of small entities.  The deadline for comment is December 4,
2020. Read more at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/04/2020-23888/securing-updated-and-necessary-
statutory-evaluations-timely. 
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Industry News 
New Free EMS Advocacy Tool from NAEMT
The mission of the National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians (NAEMT) is to represent and serve emergency and
mobile healthcare practitioners including emergency medical technicians, advanced emergency medical technicians,
emergency medical responders, paramedics, advanced practice paramedics, critical care paramedics, flight paramedics,
community paramedics, and mobile integrated healthcare practitioners. 
The NAEMT is pleased to provide the latest version of its very useful “What is EMS?” brochure. This brochure is a resource to
help communicate with local, state and national government leaders and leaders in the healthcare sector about EMS, including
the range of services provided and the challenges faced in serving patients and communities. Please feel free to download this
brochure and distribute it widely within your EMS agency, organization and with colleagues. Read more here. In related news,
the NAEMT 2019 Annual Report is now available. 

NREMT Provides 2019 Annual Report
Introduced in 2018, Strengthening The Core is the National Registry’s multi-year modernization plan critical to the future
success of the National Registry. The plan will better align the National Registry with the certification industry while adding
greater value to the EMS profession. It is comprised of three main components – information technology infrastructure
overhaul, examinations improvement and continued competency. In its 2019 Annual Report, the NREMT outlines the steps it
has taken towards achieving this goal.  Read more. 

NEMSIS TAC Offers Multiple Resources to Assist
ET3 Implementation 
The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation’s (Innovation Center) Emergency Triage, Treat, and Transport (ET3) Model is
a voluntary, five-year payment model that will provide greater flexibility to ambulance care teams to address emergency health
care needs of Medicare beneficiaries following a 911 call. The National EMS Information Systems Technical Assistance Center
(NEMSIS TAC) based at the University of Utah is working directly with NHTSA’s Office of EMS and the CMMI to assist states
and EMS agencies implement the Model.  Several ET3 resources are now available on the NEMSIS website
at https://nemsis.org/using-ems-data/cms-et3-project/.  Interested parties can also join the TAC’s Google Group
at https://nemsis.org/join-our-google-group/? to stay up to date on the latest news from the NEMSIS TAC.
 
In related news, during a recent training session for Collect Data Software Developers, the NEMSIS TAC demonstrated how to
use StateDataSet data in an automated way to ease the system configuration work for developers of “Collect Data” systems so
that their customers can improve consistency with state resources and requirements. The presentation is designed for
developers of Collect Data software, but any interested stakeholders are welcome to join. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UL9ELRg0Azw

FirstNet Catalog Offers Range of System
Compatible Apps
The FirstNet mission is to deploy, operate, maintain, and improve the first high-speed, nationwide wireless broadband network
dedicated to public safety. Before choosing or promoting a mobile device application to serve first responder needs, all
applications listed in the FirstNet catalog have been scanned for malware and severe security vulnerabilities to better protect
the public safety community. Certified apps have passed more stringent security assessment. If it is in the FirstNet Catalog, it is
relevant to public safety and the unique needs of first responders. All apps listed in the catalog have been evaluated to ensure
sensitive data or important enterprise info will not be compromised. Apps are continuously being added-- readers can view the
FirstNet catalog of compatible apps at https://apps.firstnet.att.com/?auth=false. 

Louisiana Becomes 21st State in EMS Compact
On October 28, 2020, Governor Don Bel Edwards signed Louisiana’s legislation to join the Emergency Medical Services
Compact into law. Louisiana will formally enter the Compact after the law becomes effective on July 1, 2021 and the state is
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formally accepted by the EMS Compact Commission.  Read more at https://www.emscompact.gov. 
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Interesting Abstracts 
APSA Offers New EBG on Post-op Opioid Use in
Children 
New guidelines by the American Pediatric Surgical Association (APSA) Outcomes and Evidence-Based Practice Committee
aim to steer surgeons away from excess opioid prescribing in postoperative settings. The committee recommends providers
first recognize the risk of misuse and abuse in pediatric populations and educate families on expectations and methods of pain
management before surgery and postoperative disposal when opioids are prescribed. While excess pills in the house pose the
risk of accidental ingestion for younger kids, older adolescents are at an increased risk for diversion and misuse, which has
been linked to risky behavior in adulthood, including conversion to heroin use.  For more info, go
to https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2772855. 

MedPAC Mulls Time Limits on Some Telehealth
Payments at
https://www.medpagetoday.com/publichealthpolicy/medicare/89575

Factors Associated with EMS Transport
Decisions for Pediatric Patients After MVC
Using NEMSIS data, researchers found that pediatric patients were not transported after EMS responded to a motor vehicle
collision in approximately one-third of cases (31,404 out of 92,254 identified), and there was considerable variation in the rate
of non-transports based on geographic region, provider level, and time of day. The majority of non-transports occurred because
patients were discharged against medical advice or the patient/caregiver refused transport, which may indicate conflicting
priorities between EMS clinicians and patients.
Thomas Hartka & Federico E. Vaca (2020) Factors associated with EMS transport decisions for pediatric patients after motor
vehicle collisions, Traffic Injury Prevention, is now available in Prehospital Emergency
Care. DOI: 10.1080/15389588.2020.1830382(Subscription required)

Gender and Location Disparities in Bystander
AED Usage
Utilizing NEMSIS data, researchers determined that male patients are 34% more likely to receive bystander automated external
defibrillator (AED) usage compared to female patients.  Researchers suggest that given bystander AED usage among males
and females declined as cardiac arrest locations became more remote, improvements in rural and frontier AED availability and
training are necessary to increase bystander AED usage rates in those regions. Read the publication
here: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resuscitation.2020.11.006 (Subscription required.
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The Washington Update is produced by the National Association of State EMS Officials. Feel free to share this publication with
your colleagues. To subscribe to receive the Washington Update by e-mail, please click here. View archived issues here.
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