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National Drug Shortage 

• Over the last 6 years the number of drugs 

in short supply have quadrupled 

 

• 40% affect the delivery of emergency care 

 

• FDA increased regulations and inspections 

 

• Many agencies are either doing without a 

medication or using a 2nd or 3rd line 

medication 
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Federal Response 

• Executive Order 13588 (Oct 31, 2011) 

“Reducing Prescription Drug Shortages” 

 

• Title X of the Food and Drug Administration 

Safety and Innovation Act of 2012 signed 

into law on July 7, 2012 
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Florida’s Response 

• EMSAC started the DSTF in August 2012 

– Florida Board of Pharmacy 

– Florida Hospital Association 

– Florida Surgeon Generals Legislative Staff 

– Florida Department of Professional Business 

Regulation 

– Florida Medical Directors 

– Florida EMS/Fire Providers 

– Florida Legislators 
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Florida’s Response 

• Looked at Florida Statutes 

– Compounding 

• In Florida can only dispense to a identified patient.  

 

– Utilizing Medications beyond Expiration 

• FS499 

• This was found to be a second degree felony 

• Declaratory Statement 

• We explored  the Surgeon General 

declaring a  state of emergency 

• Pedigree laws  

• Department of Business Professional 

Regulation (DBPR) 
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Florida’s Response 

• Looked at other states responses 

• Brainstormed ways to mitigate 

• Informed EMS/Fire Agencies of the progress 

of the DSTF 

• Weekly list of current backordered 

medications and proposed date of 

availability from the manufacture 
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Florida’s Response 

 

• Legislative  

Briefing 

paper 

 

• Position  

Paper 
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Florida’s Response 
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Florida’s Response 

 
• Currently engaging a university 

to do a study 

 

– Drug potency at certain intervals 

 

– Our goal is to prove the efficacy of 

first line medications utilized by 

EMS 
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Local EMS Issues 

• Harder to get medications 

• Had to check several suppliers 

• Increase in cost 

• Different Packaging 

• Different Concentration/Dose 

• Protocol updates 

• Training  

• Sharing medications 

• Shared Best Practices 
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MMCAP 

• Minnesota Multistate Contracting  

Alliance for Pharmacy 

• State Rep.  

– Jennifer Pitts 850-922-9036 x3057 

– jennifer_pitts@doh.state.fl.us  

• www.mmcap.org 

– Cardinal Health 

– Buying Power 

• CSOS program 
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Questions? 
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